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01 Passion expressed 
Matthew 16:21-23 

The Olympic Games were only a week away. It was what John had 
prepared for all his life. It was what would define him. Everything in 
the coming week would be done with an eye to standing on the 
podium at the swimming competitions next Friday. He would practice 
till his arms and legs gave out. He would sit with his coach and review 
his mechanics so that each stroke was smooth and efficient. He would 
maximize every morsel of food to rebuild muscle and provide energy 
for that final burst of speed. Swimming had been his life’s passion and 
nothing would be allowed to thwart his success.  

Our Lord Jesus Christ had but one passion. He had come into this 
world to save mankind from their sins. Healing the sick was noble, but 
the cure was temporary. Teaching would help them understand His 
ministry and their need, but they never fully grasped the heart of the 
gospel. It was the cross that was central for the salvation of mankind. 
It was at the heart of everything that Jesus did. As the cross drew near, 
everything Jesus did focused on that passion. His final teaching around 
the Lord’s Supper table and His great prayer in the Garden prepared 
Him for what was ahead. As we walk with Jesus in these final days, 
we will see how He single mindedly went to the cross. It was His 
passion. It was what He had come to do.  

This passion was nothing new. It had been with Jesus from the 
beginning. He announced that passion to the disciples as He prepared 
them for the transfiguration and the trip to Jerusalem. “From that time 
on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be 
raised to life.” (v.21) The events of Holy Week were no surprise to 
Jesus. He knew what was coming and had a passion to fulfill the plan 
of redemption through the cross. He wanted salvation for you and for 
me so much that He would sacrifice Himself willingly. Nothing would 
be allowed to divert Him from the course that would bring salvation to 
the world.  

Yet, the passion of Jesus was not received well. “Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. Never, Lord! He said. This shall never 
happen to you!" (v.22) Peter had just confessed that Jesus was the 
Messiah (Matthew 16:16). Yet he can’t understand how the Messiah 

could die. Like us, Peter has a vision of triumph and not sacrifice. The 
trip to Jerusalem should be a trip where the victorious King Jesus 
claimed God’s throne. He cannot understand a picture in which Jesus 
the Lamb of God marches to His death. Like many after him, Peter did 
not understand the real price of sin and the triumph that would come in 
the resurrection. He rejected the sacrifice and focused on the glory of 
Jesus as miracle worker and Lord. He didn’t understand that a Savior 
was what the world really needed.    

If we are to be useful to the Lord and to appreciate what Jesus did, 
we need to “have in mind the things of God, (not) the things of men." 
(v.23) We need to see things as they are and not as we want them to be. 
In this set of devotions, we want to follow the passion of Jesus and see 
how He set His eyes on the cross. We want to follow Jesus and 
understand His sacrifice and His love. We want to watch His 
movements and His attitudes so that we have the same passion that He 
has about salvation and about sin. Follow Him and notice that nothing 
was allowed to get in the way of the cross during that final week. He 
wanted us to have the victory that would come from His sacrifice. The 
cross could have been avoided, but Jesus would not let that happen. He 
wanted to save us from sin more than anything else.  

The passion of Jesus is to be our passion. Mankind takes sin too 
lightly. Mankind doesn’t take the penalty for sin seriously. Many 
around us no longer believe in Jesus or the cross. Follow Jesus and 
catch His passion for saving mankind. Let His passion encourage you 
to share the message of the cross with others so that they can be saved 
as well. Let His passion help you see the price of sin and feel the 
victory that the cross and the empty tomb bring for us. The passion of 
Jesus is central to His ministry and to the whole Bible. Jesus knew His 
mission and would not let anything keep Him from that task. May we 
catch His passion and His willingness to sacrifice so that others might 
have this salvation just as we do. 

   
 What is the passion of your life right now? How does your 

passion affect others around you? How does it relate to the 
passion of Jesus?  

 



08 When Satan sifts you 
Luke 22:14-38 

 
There are times that you just want to kick yourself. You get angry 

at a fellow Christian when they let you down. You get jealous when 
you see the success of another’s ministry. You get caught in a terrible 
sin when others thought you were a servant of God. We think that 
Christians should be above that. We have experienced the love of 
Jesus. We should have put all that behind us. Oddly, the disciples 
hadn’t become perfect either. Jesus tells one of them, "Simon, Simon, 
Satan has asked to sift you as wheat” (v.31) Jesus was warning Peter 
and the other disciples that the enemy was on the prowl. Peter was a 
brave man, but Satan would attack him and his courage would fail. 
Satan will sift us as well when we do God’s work. We have to be 
ready for his assault.   

Judas was already losing the battle with Satan. Jesus would show 
love and kindness in the sacrament at this meal. Judas had already felt 
evil’s power as he bargained to hand over the flesh of Jesus to Satan. 
Jesus warns Judas not to give in. “The Son of Man will go as it has 
been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him." (v.22) There still 
was time to repent and to not fall to Satan. God the Father would 
figure out another path for Jesus to take to the cross. Judas had walked 
with Jesus for years and felt the heart of his Savior. Yet, he got up 
from the table that night and went to the chief priests to arrange the 
betrayal in the garden. Satan had sifted Judas and captured his soul. He 
would be lost to the kingdom and would be replaced (Acts 1:15-22). 

The other disciples were also losing the purpose of discipleship 
and service. “Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them 
was considered to be greatest.” (v.24) It was not the first time that 
they had argued about who was the greatest. Jesus had to explain that 
they were thinking like the unsaved gentiles instead of being servants 
of God. They had given into the Jewish thinking that the Messiah was 
going to restore the glory of King David. As Jesus the Messiah had 
chosen them to be His disciples, they argued who would get the most 
important positions in the government. Did they not understand the 
example He had given in washing their feet? (John 13:1-17) Satan had 
sifted the eleven disciples and was making them think of self and not 
serving others.   

Peter gets a special warning following the dispute over who was 
the greatest. “Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, before the rooster 
crows today, you will deny three times that you know me." (v.34) 
Peter’s boast is a warning that none of us knows their own heart or the 
power of Satan. Peter was courageous and was the leader of the 
disciples. Satan would target him so that the other disciples would be 
discouraged. Within a few hours, the greatest of the disciples would 
fail his master Jesus. Yet, unlike Judas, Peter would not lose his faith. 
Jesus specifically asks Peter to strengthen the others in their hour of 
need. Satan would sift Peter and bring him to his knees, but Peter 
would be restored and would lead many others to faith in Jesus.  

Jesus had eagerly desired this night with them (v.15). They were 
precious to Him and He would help them with the temptations that 
they faced. He tells them that He has prayed for them (v.32). He will 
also pray for them again this night (John 17:6-19). His cross will bring 
forgiveness and the eleven will be restored to service. Our temptation 
is to think that we can no longer serve if we fail our Lord. As we see 
around the Last Supper table, that is not true. Satan will sift all the 
servants of the Lord and may even pick the strongest “Peters” among 
us for greater sifting. Our hope is in Jesus. He prays for us. He warns 
us. He even can give us the strength to overcome the sifting of Satan.  

Was there ever any hope for them that night? Yes, I think there 
was one. I think that they could have drawn strength through prayer. 
Jesus had been praying for them and asked them to pray for 
themselves so that they would not fall into temptation (Luke 22:40). 
Satan will try to sift us, but God is stronger. Just as Jesus received 
strength in His prayer (Luke 22:43), the Father would have 
strengthened the disciples. When we bathe our lives and ministries in 
prayer, it makes it harder for Satan to overcome us. Our eyes and 
thoughts are focused on the Lord and not on ourselves. Yet, even then 
we may fall. In those moments, we can take comfort that the Lord will 
forgive and restore us just as He did Peter and the others.  

 Where have you felt Satan sifting you so that you are 
discouraged or selfish? What difference would praying about 
your life and ministry daily with the Lord make for you? What 
aspect of your life do you need to talk about with Him now? 



16 Broken Sanctuary 
Luke 22:39-48 

 
A sanctuary is a quiet place where we can collect our thoughts and 

find a little peace. Sometimes sanctuary is a place. It may be a park 
bench or a porch swing. Sometimes it may be a relationship like a 
strong marriage or special friend. We feel relaxed and as if all is right 
with the world. Gethsemane must have been such a place. Jesus seems 
to have gone there often. It was the first place that the betrayer would 
look for Him that night. It was even on the way from Jerusalem to 
Bethany where Jesus and the disciples were staying during the 
Passover. What do you do when your sanctuary is broken? What do 
you do when life interferes with your peace or when that special 
relationship is broken? Come with Jesus and find calm when your 
sanctuary is gone. Learn from Jesus how to have sanctuary in chaos.  

He knew what was coming. The disciples may have walked to the 
garden feeling some of the joy of the Passover. Jesus had come to pray. 
"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but 
yours be done." (v.42) He knows that Judas is already meeting with the 
Jews and that a mob will soon be assembled to take Him to the trials 
and ultimately the cross. He will be able to see their torches as they 
exit the eastern gate of Jerusalem, go down into the valley below and 
up the hill to the garden. The time of sanctuary is short. He must 
prepare for the chaos. Leaving the disciples at the edge of the garden, 
He begins to wrestle in prayer with what is coming.     

Prayer is His ultimate sanctuary. The strength of this place is not 
its beauty or the earthy scents of the plants and soil. The strength of 
this place is the quiet He needs to spend time with the Father. Jesus is 
in torment. “And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his 
sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.” (v.44). Luke 
shows the depth of His anguish in the garden. Sweat like drops of 
blood fall from His brow. He turns to the Father for help. He opens up 
a direct line to the heavens and seeks the help that only the Father can 
give. The world is about to explode around Jesus, but the Father is in 
control. He will pray three times this night. With every prayer, He lays 
His future and His whole being in the hands of the Father.  

The trouble that Jesus would face over the next 24 hours could not 
be taken away. The cup of sorrow that was the cross was the means of 

salvation for all mankind. Jesus had to face it or mankind was doomed. 
Yet, the Father would not abandon the Son. He would strengthen Jesus 
for the task ahead.  “An angel from heaven appeared to him and 
strengthened him.” (v.43) Luke alone tells us of the Father’s gift. The 
sorrowing Jesus was prepared so that He could confidently face the 
trials ahead. Leaving this place of prayer, He was ready to face Jew 
and Roman alike. He would even cause Pilate to be in awe of His calm 
demeanor. He would be ready to bring salvation to mankind even 
though He knew the cost.  

As Jesus finished His prayer, He turned to the disciples. He knew 
of the temptation that they would face and the dangers that were all 
around them. He would protect them so than none of them would be 
lost that night. He will conquer their sin and give them life. He will 
become their sanctuary. Our earthly sanctuaries can all be broken, but 
our sanctuary with Jesus can not be taken away. When we ask for His 
help in prayer He will always be there. When we find ourselves in 
danger, He will be our shield. Jesus has faced the dangers of life on 
our behalf and He will continue to watch over us and protect us if we 
will call to Him in prayer.  

Jesus is our great helper and our peace. In the midst of the trials of 
life and the great unrest, we have a place of sanctuary. Our safe harbor 
is prayer with Jesus. As we find that quiet place where the noise is 
gone and we can concentrate on Jesus, we can lay all our troubles on 
Him. God may not always take the problems away. He may send an 
angel to give us strength just as He did Jesus in the garden. The 
important thing is that He will never abandon us. He will help us 
through each trial by guiding us and placing His power in our life. 
Sanctuary for us is not a place. It is a person. We find sanctuary and 
peace as we draw close to the one who faced danger and death for us.  

 Where is your life exploding right now? What would you 
ask the Lord for in prayer that could bring some calm and 
peace to your life?  

 
 

 
 



21 Looking For Loopholes 
Luke 23:1-25 

 
Many people look for loopholes when they are caught with hard 

decisions. “It is okay for us to live together since we plan to get 
married.” “I know that I lied, but he was telling lies, too.” We act as if 
there are times that it is acceptable to do what we know is wrong. We 
create loopholes to make sin look more acceptable to ourselves and to 
others. It doesn’t change the consequences. Our lie may get us in 
trouble whether others are lying as well or not. Their sin doesn’t make 
it right. The guilt still hangs over us and we often feel guilty in spite of 
the loophole that we tried to create. In the passion story of Jesus, one 
man tries to find a loophole out of a painful decision. Despite his 
attempts to look innocent, the guilt of what he did still remains. The 
church, to this day, still confesses his sin in our creeds.  

Pilate enters the story of Jesus as the Roman governor who must 
try Jesus on behalf of the people. The Jews want Jesus dead, but can 
not pronounce that sentence for themselves. They bring civil charges 
against Jesus to force Pilate into having Jesus crucified. Pilate is not a 
fool however. He interrogates Jesus about His kingship and quickly 
concludes that Jesus has committed no crime. “Then Pilate announced 
to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find no basis for a charge against 
this man.” (v.4) His decision is met with cries from the angry mob. 
Always the politician, Pilate looks for the way out. How can he release 
this innocent Jesus without causing a riot that will threaten his future?  

The first loophole that Pilate uses is to send Jesus on to someone 
else. “When he learned that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction, he 
sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.” (v.7) 
Jesus was Galilean and Pilate saw the opportunity to get Jesus off his 
hands. He sent Jesus off to Herod Antipas who was ruler of Galilee. 
Pilate wanted Herod to judge Jesus so that if Jesus was declared 
innocent or guilty, no one could blame him. Herod asked Jesus 
questions and had some fun mocking Him, but Herod could find no 
guilt in Jesus. Instead of setting Jesus free as Pilate had hoped, he just 
sent Jesus back to Pilate. Pilate would still have to make the final 
decision after all. His plan had not worked.  

Pilate then tried to make Jesus look good. He brought out a 
murderer named Barabbas. He had Jesus beaten by his soldiers. Surely, 

that would satisfy the Jews. “Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate 
appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, "Crucify him! Crucify 
him!” (v.20-21) Pilate appealed to them and tried to bargain with them, 
but nothing worked. He could see that he was losing the battle and that 
the Emperor would blame him for the riot. He did what any good 
politician would do. He washed his hands of Jesus and let the crowd 
have what they wanted. Jesus would go to the cross even though Pilate 
knew that our Savior was innocent. He could salve his conscience 
knowing that he had saved himself by sacrificing Jesus.  

Today Pilate is remembered as the one who had Jesus crucified. 
He knew Jesus was innocent, but was more concerned with his 
position than his character. It is still easy to want to take the easy way 
out when we find ourselves called upon to do something difficult or 
take a tough stance. It may help us in the short term, but often our lies 
are discovered or people see through our weak character. We may be 
remembered for years for what we did. God wants us to take the hard 
road and He promises to be with those who live with Godly values and 
character. God knows that what we do today affects tomorrow. The 
easy way out is often the way that leads to disaster.  

 “Everyone else is doing it!” is a common cry. Yet that loophole 
doesn’t make it right or take away the consequences for a person’s sin. 
Suppose that everyone lied as a first defense. Suppose that everyone 
decided that it was okay to let their anger turn to violence. Would you 
want to live in that world?  Someone has to stand up for truth and it 
should be us. Yes, it is hard to admit we were wrong. It can be hard to 
turn the other cheek when someone hurts you. We need to remember 
that loopholes didn’t work for Pilate and they won’t work for us. What 
brings lasting success is to live with God’s character and values. The 
legacy that you create is one where people see you as someone of 
character and trustworthiness. We are the way that the world sees 
God’s truth and sees that God’s ways actually do work.  

 Why aren’t loopholes successful in the long run? What are 
you telling yourself about your life that you know is not 
true?  

 
 



25 Forgiveness Changes Lives 
Luke 23:32-49 

 
You thought it, but you never said it. A friend gossiped about you. 

Your spouse spent a lot of money without asking your input. You 
forgave them both, but you never told them that you forgave them. It 
doesn’t matter, does it? The truth is that a spoken word of forgiveness 
has a lot of power. You may have forgiven them in your heart, but 
they are still living with the guilt. You may have forgiven them, but 
they are not sure how to act around you. When forgiveness is spoken, 
it has the power to change lives and to rebuild relationships. It can be a 
lot of work to take the time to forgive someone, but the effect that a 
word of forgiveness can have is powerful. In Luke’s account of the 
crucifixion, we see the power of forgiveness first hand. Forgiveness 
can change lives.  

Only in Luke, do we have Jesus’ words of forgiveness as the 
Romans are nailing Him to the cross. “Jesus said, "Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing." (v.34) His first words 
from the cross were about others. Instead of calling down curses on 
those who crucified an innocent man, Jesus reaches out with love and 
forgiveness. He was dying for them and for the rest of the world. All 
of us who sin put Him on the cross just as much as the Romans and the 
Jews. Jesus wanted His suffering and death to be for our benefit and 
not for our detriment. He publically asks the Father to forgive and 
shows by His words and His actions that He does not hate them for 
what they are doing.   

One of the thieves begins his crucifixion mocking Jesus like the 
others (Mt. 27:44), but the words and actions of Jesus have an effect 
on him. Luke alone records his request. "Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom." (v.42) It is a plea for grace. This thief 
had the courage to break from the crowd and trust the dying king. He 
took the words nailed above Jesus head and the forgiving nature of our 
Lord to heart and made the astonishing request. Jesus’ reply is just as 
remarkable. He forgave the thief and promised him the gift of 
salvation that could only come because of the mercy of the cross. The 
life of the thief was finished, but again Jesus spoke mercy and 
forgiveness and the man could die in peace.  

Matthew and Mark record some of the words of the centurion in 
their gospels, but Luke alone records his praise of God and the 
righteousness of Jesus. “The centurion, seeing what had happened, 
praised God and said, "Surely this was a righteous man.” (v.47) The 
centurion understood, like Pilate had, that Jesus was innocent and did 
not deserve to die. He had been impressed with the dignity, courage 
and words of forgiveness that he had heard from Jesus. Jesus had not 
stooped to condemn this centurion or the others with him who had 
crucified Him. He had shown that He was a righteous man by his 
mercy for the thief and the kindness He had shown to those who had 
hurt Him. He had forgiven and was more righteous than any one else 
there at the cross.   

Luke alone shares the reaction of the crowd to the death of Jesus. 
“When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what 
took place, they beat their breasts and went away.” (v.48) Many had 
come to condemn and ridicule Him. Others may have just stopped as 
they passed the cross on their way into town. Those who gathered 
were so touched by His death that they beat their breasts. The 
forgiveness of the cross shows the heart of our God. Jesus turned the 
other cheek and people left knowing that they were in the presence of 
someone greater than they. As we forgive others, we have a chance to 
show people a side of God that many do not expect. Our God is 
powerful, but He is also loving and forgiving as well.  

Forgiving people in your heart will release you from the pull of 
revenge or anger. Forgiving others with your lips will take away the 
guilt and blame that weighs them down. It will rebuild relationships 
that have been damaged by sin and strengthen friendships with the 
power of our forgiving God. When we forgive as Jesus did from the 
cross, others will hear the power of God’s love and some will be 
changed like the thief. Others will have their views challenged like the 
crowd and the centurion. People will see a new side of our God by the 
forgiveness we share. They will see the love of Jesus from the cross is 
for them as well. When someone has hurt you, forgive them. Forgive 
them in your heart, but also forgive them verbally so that they can 
have the benefit of forgiveness as well.  

 Who do you need to give the words of forgiveness to in 
your life? How has the forgiveness of one you care about 
lifted your guilt and healed he relationship?  



30 Seeing Is Believing? 
John 20:01-9 

 
It is easy for a Christian to wonder why his or her non Christian 

friends just can’t see the truth abut Jesus. The Easter story is all around 
them, but they still don’t understand and they refuse to believe. The 
truth is that seeing is not always believing. Think of a magician sawing 
a woman in half. You see the trick, but your mind refuses to believe 
what your eyes say is happening. Sometimes the resurrection of Jesus 
seems impossible as well. Most people have heard the story, but they 
refuse to believe it because it just doesn’t make sense. Sometimes that 
is because they have just glanced at the cross. Other times they may 
have seriously thought about it and struggled to believe what seems 
impossible to them. In John’s account of the resurrection, we find 
three instances of seeing, but only one believes as well. 

 Both Peter and John ran to the tomb when they heard Mary 
Magdalene’s report, but John was younger and he got there first. The 
Greek word says that he “glanced” in the tomb. “He (John) bent over 
and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in.” (v.5) 
He may have been out of breath and took a quick glance while Peter 
caught up to him. He probably only had a few moments to look before 
Peter was there. The proof of Jesus’ resurrection was in plain sight, but 
he didn’t take time to register what it meant. His look was quick and 
affirmed what Mary had said. Jesus was not there. The tomb was 
empty. His eyes saw the grave clothes, but the glance was brief and his 
mind didn’t have time to process what he saw.  

Bold Peter arrives shortly after John and goes in to see what has 
happened for himself. The Greek word says that he “considered 
carefully” what he saw. “Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, 
arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there,” 
(v.6) Perhaps Peter not only looked, but also gazed intently at the 
strips of cloth. He stood for a moment and noticed that the head’s 
burial cloth was folded up carefully and laid by itself. Peter would 
have considered all the facts, but he couldn’t make any sense out of 
what he saw. The body could not have been stolen for the cloths would 
have been taken with it. Jesus should be lying before him. It was as if 
the body had just disappeared. He saw the facts, but didn’t know what 
to make of them.  

When John enters the tomb, he also sees the linens and the burial 
cloth. The Greek word says that he “perceived” what had happened. 
“Finally the other disciple (John), who had reached the tomb first, 
also went inside. He saw and believed.” (v.8) John believed in the 
resurrection because he didn’t let the impossible stop him from 
understanding what must have happened. The text tells us that he 
didn’t understand fully what it meant, but he knew what had happened. 
The cloths were lying there as if the body of Jesus had just passed 
right through them. He saw the truth and accepted it as fact because 
there was nothing else that made sense. The same Jesus who had 
raised Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter from the dead was now alive.  

Many people have merely glanced at the resurrection of Jesus. 
They see the empty cross on a church yard. They have a relative who 
is going to church on Easter. They take a fleeting look at Jesus before 
they go back to life. They never stop to consider what the empty cross 
or Easter celebration is all about.  Others have heard the story or read 
about the resurrection in a book, but it just seems too impossible to 
believe. People do not rise from the dead. The disciples must have 
stolen the body or fabricated the Easter resurrection story. Some will 
not believe the story because they can’t believe what they have seen 
and heard. It doesn’t make sense and so it must not be true.  

I wonder what the conversation was like on the way back from the 
tomb. Did John tell Peter about his suspicions or did he silently ponder 
them for himself? The key to helping others believe is for us to keep 
telling the story. Those who have only glanced at Easter may be 
confronted with new details for the first time. Those who have heard 
the story and rejected it need to hear the story again from a fresh 
perspective. They need to hear why you believe the impossible is true. 
They need to hear how the empty tomb is your hope for eternal life 
and how this living Jesus is active in your life. As you walk away from 
the empty tomb, tell others what you believe so that they can “see” the 
risen Jesus for themselves and believe.  

 Why do you believe that Jesus has risen? Who do you 
know who needs to hear how this living Jesus is active in 
your life?  

 
 

 



Final thoughts 
The passion of Jesus was and is the salvation of mankind. It was so 

important that he felt He must do the work of the cross and as we will 
see in these 32 weeks, He never veered from that purpose. He prepared 
the disciples for His departure and for the coming of the Holy Spirit 
that would fulfill His act of salvation as the church was begun. He 
prepared Himself in the Garden of Eden so that He would not flinch at 
the sacrifice that He had to make. He took each step foretold in the Old 
Testament by places like Isaiah 53 with courage and conviction. The 
salvation of mankind was His obsession. The Bible doesn’t hide the 
pain of Jesus as He completes the plan of salvation or the failure of the 
disciples as they leave their Lord alone and forsaken at this crucial 
hour.  

As you follow the passion of Jesus, let His passion become your 
passion. Let your character and values reflect the character of Christ. 
Let your desire be that others around you might know and believe in 
this story as you proclaim the love of Jesus and show His influence 
and blessings in your life. Let others see in the care and love that Jesus 
has for them in a world where it is often each man for himself. We 
have someone who loves us. You and I know how much Jesus loved 
us and how He showed that on the cross. It is up to us to help others to 
see Jesus’ passion for their lives and the blessings that are available to 
every man, woman and child who believe in Him and His cross.  
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